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Resources for international research ethics 
education? 
L 
What do you use?      –       What do you need? 
International Research Ethics: 
1. Search Strategies: a refresher 
2. Databases and Search Engines 
3. On the Web: additional resources 
4. Access?  
Finding what you need 
Search Strategies: a refresher 
1. Estimate depth of information need 
2. Build a question 
3. Search and (re)search 
4. Know when to quit – “enough is enough” 
 
Estimate depth of information need 
• Keep your goal in mind 
– Responding to a case study? 
– Writing a focused article? 
– Conducting an exhaustive, systematic 
review? 
– Preparing a lecture? 
– Selecting readings for a class? 
• Don’t let the search grow legs 
Build a question 
• Why? 
– Search engines, databases, and librarians are 
not mind readers. 
• How? 
– Who, What, Where, When 
The “well-built” clinical question 
• Patient, population, problem 
– What are the characteristics of the patient or population? 
• Intervention or exposure 
– What do you want to do with this patient (e.g. treat, diagnose, 
observe)? 
• Comparison (optional) 
– What is the alternative to the intervention (e.g. placebo, different 
drug, surgery)? 
• Outcome 
– What are the relevant outcomes (e.g. morbidity, death, 
complications)? 
P I C O 
Source: Construct well-built clinical questions using PICO. University of 
Washington Health Sciences Libraries. Accessed 14 April 2009 from 
http://healthlinks.washington.edu/ebp/pico.html 
The “well-built” ethics question? 
• Population 
– Who? (age, gender, ethnicity, occupation, etc.) Where? (North 
America, Kenya, developing countries, etc.) When? 
• Health condition 
– What? (obesity, tooth decay, clean water) 
• Research method or field 
– What? How? Who? (vaccine research, clinical trials, geneticists) 
• Ethics concern or topic 
– What? 
• [Document type] 
– Case study? Review article? Book? Commentary? Empirical 
study? 
P H R E [D] 
PHRE[D]: Ethics concern or topic 
• Guidelines 
• Codes of ethics 
• Government regulation 
• Public policy 
• Policy making 
 
• Culture 
• Cross-cultural comparison 
• Cultural diversity 
• Cultural pluralism 
• Social values 
 
• Ethical review 
• Ethics committees 
• Research ethics committees 















Many of these keywords were selected from the NRCBL Bioethics 
Thesaurus: http://bioethics.georgetown.edu/databases/bt/ 
 
• Researcher-Subject Relations 
• Access to information 
– Confidentiality 
– Duty to recontact 
– Duty to warn 
– Privacy 
– Truth disclosure 
• Informed consent 
– Assent 
– Community consent 
– Consent forms 
– Parental consent 
– Presumed consent 
– Third-party consent 
• Trust 
More PHRE[D]: Ethics concern or topic 
 
• Social justice 
• Commodification 
• Resource allocation 
• Social responsibility 
Many of these keywords were selected from the NRCBL Bioethics 
Thesaurus: http://bioethics.georgetown.edu/databases/bt/ 
Databases and search engines 
• Your local library … or: 
 
– National Library of Medicine (NLM) - 
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/  
 
– National Reference Center for Bioethics 
Literature (NRCBL) - 
http://bioethics.georgetown.edu/nrc/  
 
Finding books, video and other items 
NLM LocatorPlus: internationality AND research ethics 
NLM Catalog: internationality AND research ethics 
NLM Catalog - Limits 
Reduced 
results from 93 
to 9 items 
NRCBL ETHXWeb 
NRCBL ETHXWeb 
(("developing countries" or "international aspects") and ("research 
ethics")) and (bc[pt] or m[pt] or b[pt]) = 22 book chapters, 
monographs, books 
NRCBL Bibliographic Services 
Databases and search engines 





nearest library with item: 
postal code, state, province or country 
Brebeuf Preparatory School 
Indianapolis, IN 46268 
(8 Miles) 
Google Books 
("international research" OR "multinational research"  OR "developing 
countries") "research ethics“= 535 items 
Google Books: Advanced Search 
Google Books: About this book 
WorldCat: Find in a library 
WorldCat 
WorldCat 
“research ethics” AND “international research” 
• Use your library’s databases 
– A few useful databases accessible at IUPUI: 
• Global Issues In Context 
• Humanities International Index 
• JSTOR 
• MEDLINE 
• Philosopher's Index 
• PsycINFO 
• Sociological Abstracts 
• Web of Science (ISI) 
• Or … 
Databases and search engines 
Finding articles and other items in journals 
• PubMed Medline - http://www.pubmed.gov 
– Free to use, systematic searches 
– Limits to free full text 
– Limits to bioethics: add bioethics[sb] to your 
search 
• Google Scholar - 
http://scholar.google.com/  
– Broad coverage of the literature 
– Links to full text when available 
Databases and search engines 
Finding articles and other items in journals – free tools 
Building a PubMed MEDLINE Search 
• What are the best ways to teach research 
ethics? 
• What are the [best] ways to teach 
research ethics? 
• Possible search terms? 
– Teaching methods 
– Pedagogy 
– Research ethics 
– Responsible conduct of research 
PubMed: MeSH 
PubMed MeSH: “teaching” 
PubMed: Combine Terms or 
Searches with OR and/or AND 
PubMed Results 
• “teaching/methods”[Mesh] AND “ethics, research/education”[Mesh]) 
= 12 
– {18,070 AND 117} 
 
• ("teaching methods" OR "teaching/methods"[Mesh]) AND 
(("research ethics" AND education) OR "Ethics, 
Research/education"[Mesh]) = 19 
 
– {18870 AND 598} 
 
• (pedagogy OR "teaching methods" OR "teaching"[mh] OR 
"teaching/methods"[mh] OR "models, educational"[mh] OR 
"problem-based learning"[mh]) AND ("research ethics“ OR 
("responsible conduct" AND ("research"[mh] OR "research")) OR 
"ethics, research"[mh]) = 56 
What are the best ways to teach research ethics? 
http://is.gd/sRQE 
PubMed: Useful Limits 
Google Scholar 
• Free! 
• Broader coverage; sloppier results 
• "research ethics" (pedagogy OR "teaching 
methods") (medicine OR "medical 
research" OR "biomedical research" OR 
"clinical trials" OR "human 
experimentation") = 1,370 results 
Google Scholar: Research ethics 
and teaching methods 
http://is.gd/sRQ1 
Google Scholar: Advanced Search 
On the Web: Additional Resources 
http://www.bioethics.iu.edu/ireguide.asp 
On the Web: Additional Resources 
http://www.citeulike.org/user/cntbioet/tag/taskr 
On the Web: Selected resources 
• Bioethics Resources on the Web: International Research Ethics 
– NIH Web guide (some dead links) 
http://bioethics.od.nih.gov/internationalresthics.html  
• Globalethics.net – digital library, search engine, professional 
networking http://www.globethics.net  
• International Compilation of Human Research Protections – 
OHRP table with links to national  regulations and guidelines [PDF] 
http://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/international/HSPCompilation.pdf  
• Online Ethics Center – for engineering, but good resources on 
ethics education http://www.onlineethics.org/  
• Poynter Center - Teaching Research Ethics – resources for ethics 
education http://poynter.indiana.edu/tre/  
• SciDev.Net - Science and Development Network – Science, 




• Lavery JV. A culture of ethical conduct in research: the 
proper goal of capacity building in International  
Research Ethics. CMH Working Papers series, Paper 
No. WG2:5. http://www.whoindia.org/EIP/CMH-
Report/CMH%20Papers/02_05.pdf 
• Sugarman J. Ethical oversight of multinational 
collaborative research: lessons from Africa for building 
capacity and for policy. Research Ethics Review 2007;3: 
84-86. [print only and not at IU] 
Access? 
• Caulfield T, Brown R, Meslin EM. 
Challenging a well established consent 
norm?: One time consent for biobank 
research. JIBL 2007;4(1):69-74. 
6 pages: $40.00, 24 hrs 
 
$$$Access$$$ 
 “[T]he cost of scholarly journals has increased at 
10% per year for the last three decades.  This is 
over six times the rate of general inflation and 
over two and a half times the rate of increase of 
the cost of health care.  Between 1975 and 2005 
the average cost of journals in chemistry and 
physics rose from $76.84 to $1,879.56.” 
 
 Lewis DW. Library budgets, open access, and the future of 
scholarly communication: transformations in academic publishing. 
November 2007. Accessed 18 April 2009 from: 
http://hdl.handle.net/1805/1167   
Access? 
Lavery, James V. Ethical Issues in 
International Biomedical Research: A 
Casebook. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2007. 
 
Nearest library copy to Indianapolis: University of 
Cincinnati, Medical Center; Cincinnati, OH - 99 
miles or 159 KM 
 
Only known library copy in Africa: University of 
Kwazulu-Natal, Pietermaritzburg - 2,112 miles or 
3,400 KM from Eldoret 
 
 
Authors, contribute to accessible archives 
 








• What are the [minimum] library and 
information resources required for an 
“international research ethics” education? 
– Intensive course vs M.A.? 
– In North America? 
– In East Africa? 
Resources for International Research Ethics 
Education 
• What do we need? 
• What can be done now to meet these 
needs? 
• What could be done with effort and 
money? 
Comments? Questions? 
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